Functional magnetic resonance imaging (fMRI) was used to examine cognitive regulation of negative emotion in 12 unmedicated patients with major depressive disorder (MDD) and 24 controls. The participants used reappraisal to increase (real condition) and reduce (photo condition) the personal relevance of negative and neutral pictures during fMRI as valence ratings were collected; passive viewing (look condition) served as a baseline. Reappraisal was not strongly affected by MDD. Ratings indicated that both groups successfully reappraised negative emotional experience. Both groups also showed better memory for negative vs. neutral pictures 2 weeks later. Across groups, increased brain activation was observed on negative/real vs. negative/look and negative/photo trials in left dorsolateral prefrontal cortex (DLPFC), rostral anterior cingulate, left parietal cortex, caudate, and right amygdala. Depressive severity was inversely correlated with activation modulation in the left DLPFC, right amygdala, and right cerebellum during negative reappraisal. The lack of group differences suggests that depressed adults can modulate the brain activation and subjective experience elicited by negative pictures when given clear instructions. However, the negative relationship between depression severity and effects of reappraisal on brain activation indicates that group differences may be detectable in larger samples of more severely depressed participants.
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Introduction
Anhedonia and excessive sadness are cardinal symptoms of major depressive disorder (MDD) (American Psychiatric Association, 2000) . Emotional context insensitivity research demonstrates that these symptoms flatten the emotional landscape (Rottenberg, 2005; Rottenberg et al., 2005) . In one study, healthy controls and depressed adults viewed amusing, sad, and neutral films (Rottenberg et al., 2005) . Controls showed predictable changes in self-reported sadness and happiness, but the depressed group showed heightened sadness regardless of which film was presented. While blunted reactivity to positive stimuli in depression is widely known, it is noteworthy that depressed participants did not show increased sadness when viewing sad films (Rottenberg et al., 2005) , a result linked to more severe depression and worse psychosocial function (Rottenberg et al., 2002) . This finding indicates that depression truncates the range of negative emotional experience, which has clinical implications.
Emotional context insensitivity may have consequences for emotion regulation. Reappraisal-re-interpreting stimuli to modify their meaning-can modulate negative emotional experience (Ochsner et al., 2004) and supports successful interpersonal functioning (Gross and John, 2003) . Furthermore, reappraisal does not impair explicit memory and may improve it, in contrast to the negative effects on memory associated with expressive suppression (Dillon et al., 2007; Hayes et al., 2010; Richards and Gross, 2000) . Thus, reappraisal is widely considered an effective emotion-regulation technique. Because depression restricts the range of emotional reactions, it may also limit the ability to reappraise emotional responses once they arise.
Behavioral support for this hypothesis is mixed. Studies in remitted depression (Ehring et al., 2010; Kanske et al., 2012) reported found that instructed reappraisal reduced negative emotional experience. However, the use of remitted samples may have decreased the likelihood of detecting depression effects. Indeed, compared to controls, an unmedicated MDD sample reported greater difficulty in cognitively reducing sadness, and the level of difficulty was correlated with depressive severity (Beauregard et al., 2006) . Thus, reappraisal of negative emotional experience may be impaired in acute, unmedicated depression. 
